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In Octeldg the Island Astronony Inditute received its Find Determination L etter
from theIR ast step doaments our full approvd as a501(€) 3 tax-exempt
corpordion? Siessential milestonein hand, we are forging llaborative and
funding patne jr two longterm regiond projects. We are orchestrating ourdark
sky preservation & ctional outreach programs into aunified effort to Educate
MaineOstarlit CommUiilies

Maine enjoys more & k skies than any date east of the Mississippi.
Advancesin outdoor ightingca praect sarlight, save energy, andincrease
visibility. If we act now, Maineca BIve its sarry skies. Last summer we initiated
planning for aregiond dark sky presg p'@mpagn. Acadia Nationd Park quickly
became an active and willing partner. ‘P foraes through amulti-year collabordive
agreement, we have applied for federa -L-.glJ~ nd reguested technical assistance from
the scientists of the Nationd Park Sefvice@E . \We hope to be thefirst
organization ouside of the Ps i D Ui the te Bigit pollution measurement
technology. Fiendsof Acadia hasienth ly § 0| §\ tnership, committing
$15,000 6 supportour vork @Ver the next tw: s. Wit Smitment to raise
matching funds the Ingtityg€’standste ﬁ&o a much OK

y Quality Meters (SONYSRSMRDRO

ered with the National Ofjiiga

DBE at Nightto pilot the use of SQMOs

ghtpollution meps To complement these

9@ of the AtlanticOSCOA) Geographic
salution light pollution maps from SQM

arch fundsto condruct thefirst three-
Island.

Our plans makelse of in€
community measurement projec
Astronony ObservatoryOgNOA
by people of dl ages, asthey plg
simple maps, we are working
Information Systems lab, to ge
readings COA alocated $1,0(
dimensond light pollution

Whilethe SQM is the PEFEEMaE BBNtiond mapping, it cannotcompare with
the capability developed by the Nationd Park ServiceODark Sky Team. Ther system
captures thousandsof daa points at a time. Because each pant is precisely aligned to the
sKky, it indicates notonly how bright thelightis, butmoreimportantly, where thelightis.
Our god isto bethefirst to use this powerful system to pinpant and monitor light
pollution ight where it courtsN outside the Park, and insde MaineOsommunities. Our
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two programs blend together as we bring astronony, the science of dars, into dementary
schooks.

The STARLAB Portable Planetarium was invented decades ago by Learning
Techndoges, Inc. It was designed to be carried into schools, st up in
minutes, and operated by a sngle person. Today computers and lightweight projectors
have trandormed these portable planetariums into auniverse of indrucion, all available
at theclick of abuton.

giter evaluaing three other manufacturers, we notfied Learning

we selected their Digital STARLAB planetarium. LTIOsxtensve
pleiplanetariums and their commitment to educationd excellence

)l STARLAB. Ingdethis powerful educational tod we can fly
dscanna explain the light and enthugasm that shinesin

8 STARLAB for thefirst time.

In J
Techndog &%
experience wit
are reflected in thé
students through pace:

young g/es as they experi@

Because wordsand pict p fal to capture theimpact of aSTARLAB, we are
renting aDigital STARLAB for a (Gl8h ion and fundrasing tour. Every prindpal we
called was eager to beinvolved. S0 f e commitments to biing the STARLAB to:

o Pemetic Elementary SchiOBiy S8uthwest Harbor
o ConnorsEmerson SHoel B2 h
o Tremont Elementan/SCaBo
o MountDesert Elgmentary Sch,
o Acadia Partneggfor ience angllse
Please visit @ e progiams,

as we begin Educating

I Light Pollution Measur
Make avisible differenc
can hdp make our prog

juture. Your contribution of ime or money
DF dl ages.

I TheDigital STARLAE
This spring will kick o
technology must be seg
events.

¢ demondration tour. This exciting rew
. We hopeyou @n meke it to oneof the

Thanksto you, helngitute is ready to grow.

Peter W. Lord
Director



